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electricity and magnetism with the solid transmission of
force."
In May, 1846, Meikleham died and his chair became
vacant. The decisive action of the long campaign of the
elder Thomson and his son had come. The Glasgow
electors were submitted to a battery of thirty testimonials^
including those of W. R. Hamilton, W. Whewell, A. de
Morgan, A. Cayley, G. Boole, H. V. Regnault, J. Liouville
and G. Stokes. The other candidates included the pro-
fessor at Marischal College, Aberdeen; the professor at
Fredericton, New Brunswick, and a number of school-
masters.
On September nth Thomson was elected. D. King
has recorded the expression of the elder Thomson as he
came out of the election hall. "A face more expressive of
delight was never witnessed. The emotion was so marked
and strong that I only fear it may have done him injury."
The Thomsons were meticulously honest in their capture
of the chair, but the intensity of their preparations is not
very edifying. Their ambition influenced the future of
British science in several directions. In order to satisfy the
Glasgow requirement of a professor familiar with experi-
mental physics Thomson was continually exhorted by his
father to keep his mathematics close to facts of physical
interest and to seek every opportunity of acquiring experi-
mental skill. These promptings of ambition certainly
helped to overcome the separation between experiment and
mathematics in British physical science.
The strenuous operations to secure the appointment to
the chair were made with a thoroughness that Thomson
rarely showed in his scholarship, though he repeated it later
in his business affairs. He was not well read in the litera-
ture of his subjects of research and repeatedly rediscovered
known facts. He was commendably uninterested in dis-
cussions of the priority of his discoveries, but his relatively
narrow reading often prevented him from acquiring the
correct historical perspective of preceding researches. He
was apt to ascribe too much historical importance to the
particular researches which had inspired his own work*